Bobcat

What does it look like?

The name Bobcat may have originated from its short tail, which is
only 6 or 7 inches long. The end of its tail is always black, tipped
with white, which distinguishes the Bobcat from its northern
cousin, the Canadian Lynx, whose tail is tipped solid black.

The Bobcat has long legs and large paws. Large specimens can
weigh up to 30 pounds, but the average Bobcat is only 15 o 20
pounds. The Bobcat's growls and snarls are so deep and fearsome,
particularly when hidden from view, that one gets the mis-
impression it must be a Mountain Lion.



What type of habitat does the bobcat
like?

Bobcats are found in almost all types of habitats -- except metropolitan
areas -- especially in mountains and even in desert areas where water is
available. In fact it ranges through all four deserts of the American
Southwest, but favors rocky, brushy hillsides on which to live and hunt.

The Bobcat roams freely at night and is frequently abroad during the day
except at the peak of summer. It does not dig its own den. If a crevice or a
cave is not available, it will den in a dense thicket of brush or sometimes
choose a hollow in a log or a tree.

Bobcats occupy areas from 1/4 of a square mile to as much as 25 square
miles, depending on the habitat and sex of the Bobcat. Female Bobcats
occupy smaller areas than males and normally do not associate with other
female bobcats. Males roam wider than females; while they are not
particularly tolerant of other males, the home ranges of males will overlap
those of both males and females.




What does a bobcat eat?

Despite its pussycat appearance when seen in repose, the
Bobcat is quite fierce and is equipped to kill animals as large
as deer. When living near a ranch, it may take lambs,
poultry and even young pigs. However, food habit studies
have shown Bobcats subsist on a diet of rabbits, ground
squirrels, mice, pocket gophers and wood rats. Quail have
been found in bobcat stomachs, but predation by bobcats
does not harm healthy game populations.

Bobcat eating a rabbit.

How many babies does a bobcat have?

The normal Bobcat litter consists of 2 or 3 kittens, born blind
and weighing 4 to 8 ounces. Birth occurs in a rock crevice or
burrow, after a 60-day gestation period. The kittens open
their eyes after 10 days and are taught hunting skills by
their mother until they leave her 9 or 10 months later. The
father has no role in raising
the offspring.




Cool facts about the bobcat!

The hairs on bobcat's ears help the animal hear the slightest
sounds.

When hunting for food, a bobcat will place its hind foot in the
same spots where its front feet have already been in order to not
step on snapping twigs.

Listen to a bobcat:

http://www.sound-effect.com/sounds/animal/BigCats/BOB-
CAT.wav




